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DODE-OO PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 ( ISO ) W 

032541 

R071756Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0471 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
US MISSION EC BRUSSELS 
US MISSION GENEVA 0018 

UNCLAS ROME 5047 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETEL, IT 

SUBJECT: ITALY OPTS FOR PAL COLOR TV 

1. ON APRIL 4TH, 1975 THE ITALIAN HIGH COMMISSION OF MINISTRY 

OF POSTS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS DECIDED ON GERMAN PAL SYSTEM 
AS MOST SUITABLE COLOR-TV STANDARD FOR ITALY. 

2. COMPLETE AND DETAILED REPORT ON TECHNICAL ASPECTS WILL 
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BE DISCUSSED BY CIPE (THE INTERMINISTERIAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING), WHICH MUST GIVE FINAL APPROVAL. 

3. ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCES CHOICE WAS DICTATED BY FACT THAT 
RAI HAS BEEN EXPERIMENTING ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY WITH PAL AND 
THAT ITALIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONIC 
INDUSTRIES HAD BEEN STRONGLY PROMOTING PAL FOR THE LAST 
DECADE SINCE ITALIAN T.V. INDUSTRY ALREADY PRODUCING AND 
EXPORTING PAL COLOR SETS (APPROX. 250,000 SETS A YEAR). IT 

WOULD HAVE TAKEN TWO/THREE YEARS AT LEAST TO ADJUST PRODUCTION 
TO SECAM. FURTHERMORE, THE INTERCONNECTION WITH THE EUROPEAN 

T. V. NETWORK SEEMS TO FAVOUR PAL OVER SECAM. 

4. PRODUCTION OF 500,000 COLOR T.V. SETS FOR THE FIRST YEAR 
IS EXPECTED AT AN AVERAGE RETAIL PRICE OF 480,000 LIRE (760 

U. S. DOLLARS EACH). 

5. COMMENT: PRESS IS SPECULATING THAT DECISION TO OPT FOR 
GERMANY SYSTEM STEMS FROM BAD FEELINGS CREATED BY FRENCH 
DECISION TO EXCLUDE ITALIAN WINE IMPORTS COUPLED WITH FACT THAT 
GERMANS HAVE BEEN FORTHCOMING IN OFFERING DIRECT BALANCE OF 
PAYMENTS CAPITAL ASSISTANCE TO GOI. HOW MUCH OF COMMITTEE'S 
THINKING, IF ANY, WAS MOTIVATED BY THESE ISSUES IS NOT POSSIBLE 
TO TELL AT THIS TIME.BEAUDRY 
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